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Tue year 1904, as far as occurrences of rare and interesting 
fishes are concerned, has, to me, been a most disappointing one. 
This is the first year for some considerable period wherein I have 
been unable to record at least one new species for the county of 
Norfolk. I have every reason to believe that my shrimper 
friends and others have been equally alert for strange marine 
products with which to delight me, but there has been a decided 
paucity of fishes other than those of common and everyday 
occurrence; and during the present Herring Sebery the same 
conditions have obtained. 

In looking through my “ note-book” for the past year, I have 
also to regret a want of the usual interesting items referring to | 
strange Crustaceans, and even Birds ; and as for Cetaceans, my > 
records are practically nil. The incursion of so many snorting 
and restless steam-luggers into the haunts of these equally queer 
sea-monsters would seem to have had the effect of scaring them | 
off the fishing grounds. Only two Porpoises, to my knowledge, 
have so far been landed. | 

My first ‘“‘fish-note” for the year refers to a Sole (Solea 


vulgaris), 11} in. in length, the head of which only was of the 
Zool. 4th ser. vol. VIII., December, 1904. 2M 
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normal colour, the rest of the body being perfectly white. This 
was on Jan. 12th. 

On Feb. 29th I obtained a Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa), 
93 in. long, whose head, and the anterior part of the body as far 
as half the length of the upper pectoral fin, were of the normal 
colour ; the remainder and the greater part of the fish was of a 
pure white quite to the extremity of the tail. On the ‘‘ surround- 
ing ’’ fins were three or four small but brilliantly red spots. 

On March 2nd quite an interesting menagerie characterized 
the fish-wharf; from the two or three odd smacks still fishing 
out of Yarmouth (at one time the headquarters of the trawling 
industry) were a number of deep-sea fishes, including a four- 
stone Angler-fish (Lophius piscatorius), a large Lumpsucker 
(Cyclopterus lumpus), a fair size ‘* double-Turbot,” both sides 
being coloured, and spined, alike, save on the under side of the 
head ; this was white only. Not far away was a perfectly albino 
Turbot, the size of a soup-plate. 

A couple of 7$ in. examples of Sebastes norvegicus came in on 
- March 11th. I sent one of them to Mr. T. Southwell, calling 
his attention to an unusual spot upon either side of it; to which 
he made reply: ‘‘ The spot on the gill-cover is a new feature 
to me.” 

March 8th, a 23 in. Ballan Wrasse (Labrus maculatus), given 
to me from a shrimp-net. It was magenta in colour, with white 
spots on the cheeks.” | 

After several years’ intentional looking for it, Montagu’s 
Blenny (Liparis montagui) turned up on March 19th. It had - 
been recorded for the Norfolk Estuary (the Wash), but hitherto 
had escaped detection. I obtained it through the good offices 
of a shrimper, whom I had commissioned to bring to me any 
*‘queer-coloured ’’ Suckers—the name usually applied here to the 
Unctuous Sucker (Liparis vulgaris), and whose yellow carcases, 
fantastically streaked with white in many patterns, are well 
_ known to them. The example was of a bright mahogany colour, 
and naturally caught his eye, after his instructions. It was in 
ova. A second, alsoa female, 24 in. in length, was obtained on 
March 28th, and a third, also in spawn, on April 25th. I was 


exceedingly glad to be able to give the fish a place on my 
Yarmouth list. 
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A shrimper brought me a Rock Guby (Gobius niger) on April 


14th ; length, three inches all but one-eighth. Another on — 


April 20th. 

I obtained a 18-inch Plaice on April 25th, whose anal and 
dorsal fins continued around the posterior end, uniting under 
the tail, thus giving to the creature a very curious appearance, 


which was much heightened by a dark patch of colouration at 
the end of the fish, on its under side. (Cf. Plate V.). 


A friendly fish-merchant, who was staying at Milford Haven, 


forwarded me a very nice example of the Bellows-fish (Centriscus 
scolopax), which reached me on April 28th. It measured 7} in. 
in extreme length ; this may be considered a large example. It 
had been landed there by one of the trawlers. It is now in 
Yarmouth Tolhouse Museum. 

On June 7th I obtained a hybrid Turbot-Brill, measuring 
14} in. in length, and weighing 240z. It had the head Turbot- 
like ; the upper surface was smooth and knobless, and in colour 
very like the Brill. I also met with, on the same date, a fish 
which evidently was a cross between a Flounder and a Plaice. It 
had scales like a Plaice. 

An 18-inch Grey Mullet (Mugil chelo) took into its head to 
jump out of the river, on the night of Aug. 12th, into the ferry- 
boat that crosses the river, to the no small surprise of the man 
in charge. 


Herring-syle was conspicuously absent in the river all July — 


and August, a fact that appeared to me to account for the very 
few Terns frequenting Breydon this summer and autumn. 
Usually the river and Breydon are alive with them during the 


- hot months, and the Terns are there to enjoy their society and 


appreciate their capers. 

A Herring of mature ath < was preserved for me on Nov. 
17th by Inspector Wharfe at the fish-wharf; it had a large 
excrescence in its back, a lump equal in size to a walnut, which 
looked almost as if it had been a nut half-opened and fitted 
saddle-wise to it, just behind the head. I forwarded it to Mr. 
Southwell for dissection, who states that it had an encysted 


tumour, and that the fish, which was much attenuated, must . 


have had a bad time. The tumour contained watery fluid. 


A double- Flounder was sent me by Mr. W. Lowne, taxidermist, 
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early in November. It was the size of a business envelope, was 
coloured alike on both sides, and the ‘“ travelling-eye” had 
remained in a notch on the ‘‘ edge”’ of the fish, which gave it 
the doubtful convenience of being able to see on either side, if 
swimming vertically. | 

On Nov. 19th a Fifteen-spined Stickleback (Gasterosteus 
spinachia) was taken in a Smelt-net up the River Bure, some five 
miles from the sea. It is rather unusual to meet with it here at 
this season of the year. 

A ten-pound “ Bull-dog’’ Codfish was shown me on Nov. 
23rd. The “snout: only protruded about an inch beyond the 
eyes, the upper part of the head being rounded off like a massive 
forehead, giving the ugly creature a remarkably brainy appear- 
ance. 

Other than fishes, my most interesting marine “ entries ” 
refer to the Marbled Swimming Crab (Portunus marmoreus), 
obtained on March 15th; a female Masked Crab (Corystes 
cassivelaunus), on March 17th ; a Smooth Hermit Crab (Pagurus 
levis), on March 28th, living in a Murex erinaceus shell; and 
two of the shell-less Mollusca, viz. Scalaria communis, on July 
4th ; and Aplysia punctata, on Oct. 11th, the latter, however, 
being sent me from the neighbourhood of Cromer. 


— 
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THE SINGING HAUNTS AND HABITS OF SOME 
BRITISH BIRDS. 


By W. GyYNGELL. 


Some notes having recently appeared in ‘The Zoologist’ 


on the singing of birds on house-tops and at night, the follow- 
ing personal observations on the singing of birds may be of 
interest :— 

Birds that sing in high trees :—Mistle-Thrush (Turdus visci- 
vorus), Song-Thrush (7’. musicus), Blackbird (7'. merula), Redstart 
(Ruticilla phonicurus), Robin (Erithacus rubecula), Blackcap 
(Sylvia atricapilla), Garden- Warbler (S. hortensis), Golden-crested 
Wren (Regulus cristatus), Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus rufus), Willow- 
Wren (P. trochilus), Wood-Wren (P. sibilatrix), Great Titmouse 
_(Parus major), Blue Titmouse (P. ceruleus), Coal-Titmouse (P. 
ater), Tree-Pipit (Anthus trivialis), Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
atricapilla), Greenfinch (Ligurinus chloris), Goldfinch (Carduelis 
elegans), House-Sparrow (Passer domesticus), Chaffinch (F'ringilla 
celebs), Linnet (Linota cannabina), Corn-Bunting (Emberiza 
miliaria), Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), Green Woodpecker (Gecinus 
viridis), Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus), Stock-Dove (Columba cnas), 
Ring- Dove (C. palumbus), Turtle-Dove (T'urtur communis). These 
all sing regularly in high trees. | 

The following species I have only rarely heard singing in 
trees :— Meadow-Pipit (Anthus pratensis), Swallow (Hirundo 
rustica), Martin (Chelidon urbica), Yellow Bunting (Emberiza 
citrinella), Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra), Whinchat (Pratincola 


rubetra), Whitethroat (Sylvia cinerea), Pied Wagtail (Motacilla 


lugubris). 

Birds that sing in bushes and hedges:—Commonly, the 
Song-Thrush, Blackbird, Whinchat, Stonechat (Pratincola rubi- 
cola), Robin, Nightingale (Daulias luscinia), Whitethroat, Lesser 
Whitethroat (Sylvia carruca), Blackcap, Garden-Warbler, Chiff- 
chaff, Willow-Wren, Sedge-Warbler (Acrocephalus phragmitis), 
Reed-Warbler (A. streperus), Grasshopper-Warbler (Locustella 


| 
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nevia), Hedge-Sparrow (Accentor modularis), Blue Titmouse, 
Wren (T'roglodytes parvulus), Greenfinch, House-Sparrow, Chaf- 
finch, Linnet, Reed-Bunting (Emberiza scheniclus), Corn-Bunt- 
ing, Yellow Bunting, Nightjar (Caprimulgus europeus), Turtle- 
Dove. Rarely, the Starling and Tree-Pipit. 

I have heard the following species regularly singing on house- 
tops and other buildings :—The Swallow, Robin, House-Sparrow, 
and Starling. Occasionally the Great Titmouse, Hedge-Sparrow, 
and Wren. Once only the Song-Thrush. 

Those heard singing on the ground include the Ring-Ouzel 
(Turdus torquatus), Dipper (Cinclus aquaticus), Pied Wagtail, 
Starling, Cuckoo, and Land-Rail (Creax pratensis). 

Those heard singing on the wing include the Whitethroat, 
Dipper, Great Titmouse, Tree-Pipit, Meadow-Pipit, Swallow, 
Martin, Linnet, Greenfinch, Corn-Bunting, Sky-Lark (Alauda 
arvensis), Wood-Lark (A. arborea), Lesser Redpoll (Linota 
rufescens), and Swift (Cypselus apus). _— 

Several species of birds delight to sing—scores or hundreds 
together—in chorus, and those I have heard include the Starling, 
House-Sparrow, Linnet, Swallow, Martin, and Swift. 

I have heard the following birds singing whilst perched upon 
telegraph-wires:— The Whitethroat, Pied Wagtail, Swallow, 
Corn-Bunting, and Cirl-Bunting (Emberiza cirlus). 

The Little Grebe (Podicipes fluviatilis) sings (?) upon the 
water. 

Birds singing at Night. 

To the list given under this heading in the August issue of 
‘The Zoologist’ should be added the Sedge-Warbler and the 
Grasshopper-Warbler, which are very regular night-singers. 
The Nightjar, Tawny Owl (Syrnium aluco), and Land-Rail also 
are often noisy at the peaceful midnight hour. — 

As it has not been my good fortune to hear the night song of 
the Wood-Lark, which is unknown here, I am unable to endorse 
the testimony of other ornithologists who speak in its praise. 


Scarborough. 


- 
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NOTES ON THE INDIAN ANATIDA. 
By Gorpon 


Inp1a is a country that is particularly rich in Ducks. By 
Ducks, I mean true Ducks, not including the Swans and Geese. 
These I shall not deal with in this paper. 

Everybody ought to know a Duck when they see one, but I 
am sorry to say some people do not, and when I was in India I 
have had Moorhens and Cormorants pointed out to me as 
“‘Ducks”’; and one of my friends once shot and ate one of the 
latter, thinking it was a Duck. 

As Mr. Finn remarks in his book, ‘How to know the Indian 
Ducks,’ the last few years have been remarkable for an in- 
vasion of India by East-Asiatic waterfowl, and some species 
that were once considered very rare or unknown in India have 
been taken in some numbers. Thus we have the Green-headed 
-Pochard (Nyroca baeri), which was until quite recently con- 
founded with another species, the Common White-eyed Pochard 
(N. nyroca), which is now found to be quite a common Duck in 
the neighbourhood of Calcutta during the cold weather. The 


Falcated Duck, or Bronze-capped Teal (Eunetta falcata), was 


once considered a great rarity, and, though now by no means 
common, appears occasionally in some numbers. My friend Mr. 
C. M. Inglis obtained no fewer than seven in Darbhanga during 
the cold weather of 1900-01, and Mr. Mackenzie, in the same 
season, procured four specimens from Chupra, and seven were 
seen in the Calcutta market by Mr. Finn. Previous to this 
very few had been obtained. The female of this Duck closely 
resembles the female of the Gadwall (Chaulelasmus streperus), 
and may often be overlooked on this account. The Clucking 
Teal (Nettium formosum) is another very rare species, which 
belongs really to Eastern Siberia, China, and Japan, and its 
visits to India are few and far between. The first recorded 
Indian specimen appears to be a female procured by Blyth in 
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Calcutta in 1844; Mr. Barton procured a male in Guzerat in 
1898 ; Mr. Barker shot another at Jaipur in 1899, and Mr. 
Mackenzie another male in the Sarum district in the cold 
weather of 1898-99; and Mr. Finn a female at the same time 
in Calcutta. The young males and females may perhaps be 
overlooked, and thought to be the Common Teal (N. crecca), 
which they somewhat resemble. Another thing with regard to 
rare Ducks is that so few sportsmen are naturalists, and if one 
did happen to shoot a rare bird he would not know what. it was, 
and it would go the way of all other fowl, and be eaten. | 
The beautiful little Mandarin Duck (Aez galericulata) was 
recorded from India for the first time by Mr. Stuart Baker 
(J. Bomb. N. Hist. Soc. xiv. p. 626 (1902)). As this is a most 
interesting record, I shall reproduce his note in full. He says :— 
‘‘To Mr. Stevens, of the Rungagora Tea Estate, in Dibrugarh, 
belongs the honour of obtaining the first Indian specimen of the 


Mandarin Duck. The bird, an extremely fine female, was one 


of a party of six, and was shot in a small backwater close to the 
estate. Unfortunately Mr. Stevens, not knowing the value of 
what he had shot, made no attempt to get further specimens. 
Mr. J. F. Greening and I saw a party of six of these Ducks in 
July, 1901, flying across the Subansiri River, close to its junction 
with the Ranganadi. We had no gun out at the time, so failed 
to get any specimens, but I have no doubt about their identity.” 
The Mandarin Duck is often kept in captivity in India, speci- 
mens being imported from China; so it is quite likely those 
recorded by Mr. Baker may have been escapes, as it seems 
impossible that this Duck could have been overlooked by the 
numerous Indian ornithologists, as the male of this species is — 
one of the most conspicuous and beautiful of all waterfowl. 
This Duck is resident in China and Japan. | 
The Eastern Spot-billed Duck (Polionetta zonorhyncha) is 


another species lately obtained within Indian limits, and has 


been recorded from Kentung, South Shan States, and Assam. 
This bird, together with the Common §Spot-bill (P. pecilo- 
rhyncha), has been classed by most writers on Indian ornithology 
with the Mallard under the genus Anas, and, to my mind, 
wrongly. Though agreeing with the Mallard in some respects, 
they differ widely in others. In the first place, in the true 
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Mallards, the sexes are different ; in the Spot-bills they are un- 
distinguishable ; and in the second place, whereas the Mallards 
are migratory, the Spot-bills are resident, and I agree with and 
follow Mr. Oates in separating them. 

Now I am on the subject of nomenclature, I might as well 
say that the popular names of some of the Indian Ducks are 
misleading. We have ‘‘ Whistling Teal” and ‘‘ Cotton Teal,” 
which are nut Teal at all, and I should suggest for the former 
the name Tree-Duck as being much more suitable, as these 
birds (Dendrocycna javanica and D. fulva) both nest and perch 
on trees. As for the Cotton Teal (Nettopus coromandelianus), it 
is difficult to know what name to call it by, as Jerdon’s ‘* White- 
bodied Goose-Teal”’ is as bad, and quite as misleading; so the 
name it has always gone by will have to stand for the present. 
It is a pretty little Duck, and quite one of the commonest of the 
Indian Anatide, and I have seen it in some places in thousands. 
It has a curious cry, which has been likened to “fix bayonets.” 
No true sportsman would waste a cartridge on them, as they are 
quite unfit to eat. Common as the bird is, I never came across 
its nest; neither did any of my numerous native collectors. 

The Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) is another Duck that is often 
condemned as being uneatable (though my experience was exactly 
the reverse), as it is said to be a foul-feeder. If this be the case, 
then nearly all Ducks are more or less unclean feeders, and 
therefore not fit for food ; the Mallard (Anas boscas), for instance, 
is a gross feeder, and nothing comes amiss to its hungry maw, 
and yet it is pronounced to be the Duck for the table. 

The Common Teal (Nettiwm crecca) occurs in countless num- 
bers, in some places only being outnumbered by ‘‘ Whistlers,” 
“Cotton” Teal, and Garganeys (Querquedula circia). I hap- 
pened one day, with two other guns, to be on the look-out for 
something to shoot, when word was brought to us by some 
natives that a large quantity of Teal were feeding in a small 
creek about half a mile distant. When we got near the place a 
confused murmur of sounds reached my ears, but no Teal could 
I see; when all at once the whole flock rose, and what I had 
taken for mud was one vast living mass of Teal. We made a 
grand bag that time. 

One year when I was in Bengal the rice-crop-was seriously 
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damaged in some places by Pintails (Dajila acuta), which came 


at night to feed on it. These Duck, together with the Gadwall, 
were very common that year (1897). 

It has often been explained before how the natives of Bengal 
snare Duck, but this method will bear one more repetition. In 
the middle of a big sheet of water nets are fixed between two 
poles, and allowed to hang rather loosely. On dark nights the 
Duck, flying low over the water, go right into the nets, and get 
entangled ; thus they are found in the early morning, and taken 
away to be sold in the bazaars. Anotuer very ingenious way the 
fowlers have of catching them is by means of birdlime, but this 
can only be done when the Duck are feeding near the edge of the 
water. The fowler first of all provides himself with a large 
screen made of leaves and grass. This he carries in one hand ; 
in the other he has a number of bamboos that can be jointed 
together like a fishing-rod, the last joint being very thin and 
forked at the end; this being smeared with birdlime. Hiding 
himself behind the screen, he crawls to the water’s edge, and 
one by one very cautiously joints the pieces of rod together, 
gradually pushing them all the time near to the flock of Duck. 
When he thinks he has got near enough he gives the rod a sharp 
twist, and the sticky limed ends catch in the bird’s plumage. 
He then drags the bird to him, and slips it into a closed basket 
slung at his side. It is surprising how little notice the other 
Ducks take of this proceeding, and I have seen a clever fowler 
catch several one after the other before the rest of the flock were 
aware of what was taking place. Even birds as wary as Grebes 
and Herons are caught this way. 

Most of the migratory Ducks arrive in India at the end of 
October, though I have notes of very early arrivals. I once saw 


in Bengal a flock of Gadwall on Aug. 20th, and I have shot 


Garganeys in July. This looks very like as if some of these 
remain to breed in India, and I am certain they do so at times. 
When we consider the vast country we have to deal with, it is 
not surprising that nests are overlooked even by the most careful 
observers ; otherwise, how can one account for quite young birds 
(especially Garganeys) that are shot in summer, and there is no 


reason why some should not breed in localities aspecially suited 
to their habits. 
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The curious Stiff-tailed Duck (Hrismatura leucocephala) must, 
I think, be a resident where it is found, as its very short wings 
render it incapable of long flights. Thereare only nine records, 
however, of its occurrence in India up to the present time. It 
ranges from the Mediterranean to Central Asia. 

The Ducks that are resident and breed in India, including the 
Stiff-tail, which we will suppose to be resident, are ten species. 


These are the ‘“‘ Whistling Teals’’ (Dendrocycna fulva and D. 


javanica), ‘‘Cotton Teal’’ (Nettopus coromandelianus), Pink- 
headed Duck (Rhodonessa caryophyllacea), Comb-Duck (Sarci- 
diornis melanonota), Wood-Duck (Asarcornis leucoptera), the two 
Spot-bills (Polionetta pecilorhyncha and P. zonorhyncha), Anda- 
man Duck (Nettium albigulare). 7 | 

While the migratory Ducks and occasional visitors are twenty- 
two. These are the Common Sheld-Duck (TJadorna cornuta), 


Ruddy Sheld-Duck (Casarca rutila), Common Teal (Nettiuwm — 


erecca), the Clucking Teal (N. formosum), Garganey (Querquedula 
circia), Faleated Duck (Eunetta falcata), Wigeon (Mareca pene- 
lope), Pintail (Dafila acuta), Gadwall (Claulelasmus streperus), 
Shoveler (Spatula clypeata), Mallard (Anas boscas), Marbled 
Duck (Marmaronetta angustirostris), Red-crested Pochard (Netta 
rufina), Pochard (Nyroca ferina), White-eyed Pochard (N. nyroca), 
Green-headed Pochard (N. baeri), Scaup (N. marila), Tufted Duck 
(N. fuligula', Golden-eye (Clangula glaucion), Goosander (Mer- 
ganser castor), Red-breasted Merganser (M. serrator), Smew 
(Mergus albellus). 
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THE TAWNY PIPIT (ANTHUS CAMPESTRIS) AS 
A VISITOR TO ENGLAND. 


By Micuart J. Nicout, M.B.O.U. 


Ir is now forty-six years since the Tawny Pipit was first dis- 
covered to be an occasional visitor to England by the late 
Mr. G. Dawson Rowley. The first example was taken at Shore- 
ham Harbour, in Sussex, on Aug. 15th, 1858; since which date, 
up to 1890, twenty-two have been recorded from England, out of 
which number nineteen were shot or caught in Sussex—and all 
within the neighbourhood of Brighton—in August, September, 
and October, and one in November. Now, on first thoughts, it 
would seem to be curious that all these were obtained at or near 
Brighton, but there are two reasons for this, which must be 
taken into consideration. In the first place, Sussex is the most 
likely county for this bird to visit on its migration southwards 


| in autumn, as it breeds just across the Channel—in Northern 


France, for instance—and nothing is more probable than that a 
few individuals should become separated from the main body, 
and, crossing the English Channel with other birds—Meadow- 
Pipits, for instance—should alight on the coast of Sussex. 
Every autumn I have watched Meadow-Pipits (Anthus pra- 
tensis) coming in over the sea from the south, and settling on 
the marshes and shore; also it has been stated by Mr. Eagie 
Clarke (‘Ibis,’ January, 1904, p. 1386) that the immigrant 
Meadow-Pipits pass the Kentish Knock lightship from the east 
and south-east in October. It is probable that the Tawny 


_Pipits come across with the former species of Pipit, and my own 


observations, which I shall mention later, tend to confirm this 
idea. 

The second and strongest reason why Anthus campestris 
should have been taken near Brighton between the years men- 
tioned, 7. e. 1858-87 (in the latter year the last specimen recorded 
from Sussex prior to 1903 was taken) is that during that time 
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there were several keen ornithologists on the watch for rare 
migrants in that locality, of which Mr. Rowley was one. 

The only examples of this species recorded from other parts 
of England are three in number—namely, one at Tresco, Scilly 
Islands, September, 1868; one at Bridlington, Yorkshire, Nov. 
20th, 1869; and one near Lowestoft, Sept. 2nd, 1890 (Howard 
Saunders, ‘Man. Brit. Birds,’ 2nd ed. p. 187). Now the first of 
these, which was taken in the Scilly Islands, had probably 
arrived on the Sussex coast, and, following the coast-line, had 
reached the Scilly Islands. This, of course, is only supposition, 
but it is most likely to have been the case. The second, shot in 
Yorkshire, had perhaps been driven up from the south coast by 


- @ gale, and delayed by contrary winds, and the time of its 


capture, i.e. November 20th, seems to show that this was the 
case. As regards the example from Lowestoft, however, there 
can be little doubt that it came vid Heligoland, possibly from 
Sweden. Giatke (‘ Birds of Heligoland,’ p. 347) states that an 
example may be met with now and again on fine days in August. 
Now, as the Lowestoft bird was obtained on Sept. 2nd, it would, 
by travelling in a south-westerly direction, have reached that 
place about this date. 


Turning to later years, we see that, now greater attention is — 


being paid to rare autumnal stragglers in this district, i.c. Kast 
Sussex, the Tawny Pipit has been found to occur here quite as 
frequently as it was found to do in West Sussex, and seven 
examples have been shot here during the last two autumnal 
migrations. I now give a short account of these instances. 

On Sept. 22nd, 1908, a day on which countless numbers of 
Meadow-Pipits were arriving from the south, coming in from the 
sea, and settling on the shore, I shot a pair of immature Tawny 
Pipits. Two days later, during the same conditions, I shot 
another. immature pair of the same species. Of course, these 
four may have arrived together. 

The first immigrant Meadow-Pipits arrive on our south coast 


of Sussex during the first two weeks of August. On Aug. 14th 


and 17th of this year (1904) two adult Tawny Pipits were met 
with near here. Lastly, on Sept. 26th of this year, I shot a 


‘young Tawny Pipit on the sea-banks near Bexhill. On this day 
also I noticed a great many newly-arrived Meadow-Pipits, and 
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numbers of the latter species were arriving all the morning in 
small parties. 

In conclusion, I must say that I think there is no doubt that 
the Tawny Pipit is a regular autumn visitor, in small numbers, 
to the coast of Sussex, as the results show that, when attention 
has been drawn to this bird, itis found nearly every year. 

Those examples I have met with have been very shy, and the 
inconspicuous immature plumage and soft Bunting-like chirp, 
which seems only uttered when the bird is alarmed, are not 
likely to attract attention unless one is looking carefully for 
these and similarly rare wanderers. I now give a list of the 
previous years in which this species has been met with in 
Sussex :— 


Aug. 15th, 1858. The first British example. 

Sept. 24th, 1862. One. 

Sept. 1864. One. 

Sept. 1869.. Two. One shot at Bridlington, Yorkshire, 
in this year. | 

Sept. 1870. One. 

Oct. 18738. One. 

Nov. 1874. One. A very late arrival. 

? 1874. One. 

Oct. 1875. One. | 

Oct. 1876. One. Not mentioned by Borrer. 

Sept. 1877. One. 

Oct. 1882. One. Not mentioned by Borrer. 

Oct. 1886. Three. 

Aug. 1887. One. 


Besides these, Mr. Borrer (‘ Birds of Sussex,’ p- 105) mentions 
that he has three in his collection, taken near Brighton, but he 
does not give the dates. 
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MAMMALIA. 


Hybernation of the Noctule Bat.—Living in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the River Severn, over the course of which waterway the 
Noctule may be very commonly observed, I have been able to carefully 
notify during the present year the first and last appearance of this 
species. The first seen on the wing was on Feb. 22nd, an exceptionally 
early date, the next not being observed until March 21st, after which 
date they became common. Oct. 26th was the last date, when several 
were seen during the one evening, and on Nov. Ist (Nov. 11th in 1908), 
a solitary one observed. This leaves only the two months of January 


and December in which the species was not noted.—J. StrELE-ELuiorr 
(Dowles Manor, Worcestershire). 


Pale-coloured Himalayan Bear.— With reference to the notice (ante, 
p. 222) of a cream-coloured Himalayan Black Bear (Ursus torquatus) 
living in the Amsterdam Zoological Gardens, and as light-coloured 
Bears of this species would seem to be of very rare occurrence, it may 
be of interest to record that in Kashmir, on Sept. 8rd, 1890, I shot a 
female Black Bear, which was accompanied by two cubs, each about 
four months old, both of which were secured alive. One was of the 
normal colour, but had unfortunately to be destroyed, owing to an 
injury received during capture ; the other one was of a very light brown 
colour, which probably would have turned lighter with age; the claws 
were of a light horn-colour, and the eyes were pink like an albino’s. 
It had the white horseshoe mark on the chest, and with the exception 
of colour conformed in every way, as far as could be seen—such as the 
texture of the pelage, size and shape of claws, &c.—to an ordinary 
Black-Bear cub. The young Bear in question had to be left in 
- Kashmir on my return to the plains, and, as I left India shortly — 
afterwards, I never ascertained what eventually became of him. In 
‘The Zoologist’ (1899, p. 816) an albino Bear of this species is 
recorded as living at that time in the above mentioned Gardens.— 
H. Meyrick (Clevedon, Somerset). 


Pine Marten (Mustela martes) in Furness. — About May 138th, 
1902, a ‘‘ Sweetmart” was caught in a Rabbit-trap in the Rusland 
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Valley. It was old female; extreme length, 26 in. I believe another 
was killed in the neighbourhood about the same time. Until this 
occurrence I had never been able to hear even a tradition of either the 
Sweetmart’”’ or the Foumart’”’ having visited the Valley.—Cuar.es 
F’. Arcuteatp (Rusland Hall, Ulverston). 


Grey Seal (Halicherus grypus) in the Wash. — Dr. Plowright, of 
Lynn, informed me that a baby Grey Seal, with the umbilical cord 
still adhering, was found alive, but floating exhausted, in the Wash off 
Skegness, and brought to Lynn in November, previous to the 5th; it 
lived for three or four days. The length was 89 in. I fear this little 
one was merely meeting with the fate of all the young ones of this 
species born on the sands of the Wash, none of which in all probability 
escape drowning.—T. Souruwett (10, The Crescent, Norwich). 


AVES. 


Curious Variety of the Robin (Erithacus rubecula).—A Robin was 
shot at Barton, near Bury St. Edmunds, in October last, in very 
remarkable plumage, and was in due course sent to Mr. Travis, the 
local birdstuffer, for preservation, in whose shop I saw it after it was 
mounted. The upper parts, instead of being of the usual olive-green 
colour, were dark slaty-blue, and the lower parts white, with the 
exception of a few red feathers on the breast.—E. A. Butter (Plumton 
House, Bury St. Edmunds). 


Late Appearance of Blackcap in Leicestershire.— While walking on 
the outskirts of Leicester, near the village of Evington, on Oct. 17th, 
I saw a male Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) in a hawthorn hedge, near a 
small plantation. The bird seemed to be alone. Is not this a late 
date for Blackcap in Leicester? —T. N. Roserts (88, West Bank, 
Scarborough). 


Breeding Habits of the Pied Wagtail. — Besides the instances 
mentioned in my paper on this subject (ante, p. 421), Mr. H. Stevenson 
has recorded, in ‘ The Zoologist’ for 1875, p. 4291, a Pied Wagtail’s 


nest built into a deserted Song-Thrush’s nest in a laurel-bush in 


Norfolk; and Mr. J. H. Gurney, Jun. (Zool. 1876, p. 5008) mentions 
a case where a Pied Wagtail built in an old Blackbird’s nest at Reigate, 


_and refers to an instance of the same kind in Norfolk (possibly that 


recorded above). It is probable that this habit is common to the con- 
tinental representative (M. alba), for Mr. H. J. Pearson, in his ‘ Three 
Summers among the Birds of Russian Lapland’ (p. 148), describes a 
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nest of this bird with five eggs inside an old Fieldfare’s nest.—F. C. R. 
Jourpain (Clifton Vicarage, Ashburne, Derbyshire). 


Serins at Dover.—On Nov. 16th I received a live Serin (Serinus 
hortulanus), which had been caught a few days before by a birdcatcher 
at Dover, and I have since heard that a second example was taken at 
the same place on the day I received mine. Both these birds were 
associating with Linnets. —D. Sers-Smirn (Canning Road, Addis- 
combe, Croydon). 


Cirl-Bunting in Worcestershire and Shropshire.—During the past 
summer, from April 24th onwards, I have frequently heard the song 
of the Cirl-Bunting (F'mberiza cirlus) in this neighbourhood. So far I 
have been able to locate probably three pairs of this species—one on 
the Wribbenhall side of the River Severn, another near Dowles Church 
_ (both of which localities are in Worcestershire), and still more frequently 
one was heard singing on the open land to the north of my house, 
which is within the Shropshire boundary.—J. Sree.x-Exuiorr (Dowles 
Manor, Worcestershire). 


Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) building in November.—That this well- 
known species will sometimes rear two or three broods in a season has 
been commented upon more than once in these pages, but the following 
note may be of interest. In the early part of the season a pair of 
Starlings nested in a hole near one of the chimneys of this house, and 
almost as soon as the young were able to fly either the same or another 
pair of birds built in the same position, and successfully reared a 
brood. For a week or two after this second family was able to leave 
the nest the place seemed deserted, but early this month (November), 
at the dawn of day, I heard the long-drawn sighing love-song, as well 
as that gurgling sort of twitter—reminding one of dripping water—so 
indicative of spring-time, and the most casual observation revealed the 
fact that nesting operations were again in progress, the old building 
being repaired with portions of straw, &c., that had fallen upon a roof 
beneath ; but the most remarkable part of it was that one of the birds 
—which, from its singing, I supposed was the male—was in the grey 
garb of immaturity. It might have been a precocious scion of one of 
the earlier broods, but is it usual for the species to breed while in the 
“ solitary Thrush” condition of plumage? I believe eggs were laid, 
and the hen was “sitting,” as I several times watched the grey bird 
visit the nest-hole, as if with food in its beak, and once or twice I saw 
the darker one leave the place quickly and soon return. The probability 
is that the severe frosts of the last few nights would have been an 
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insuperable difficulty to successful nidification, but I regret to say the 
interesting observations were cut short, much to my annoyance, by a 
neighbour’s mischievous lad, who killed both birds with an air-gun. 
It is pleasant to know that this handsome but common species is 
rather on the increase than otherwise. I have been informed it is 
much more abundant in the forest than it was some years ago, and 
that the holes excavated in the trees by Woodpeckers are very frequently 
taken possession of by Starlings. Is it possible that one of the 
attractions to the locality may be the frequently enormous quantity of 
that most destructive little larva of the green oak-moth (Vortria viri- 
dana), of which the birds are said to be very fond? Everyone who has 
visited the forest must have noticed the ravages wrought by those puny 
creatures, the oak-trees at times being entirely stripped of their foliage, 
and looking almost as bare as in mid-winter. The autumnal habit 
of the Starling of sometimes hawking for insects—Swallow-like— 
high in the air has often been recorded, and on more than one occasion 
it has been erroneously brought to my notice as an instance of the 
late stay of some of the Swallow tribe. — G. B. Corsin (Ringwood, 
Hants). 


Tropical Woodpeckers and Fireflies.—Some time previously I pri- 
vately made mention of a subject which seems to me to possess a certain: 
amount of interest, i.e. Do the Woodpeckers of tropical countries feed 
upon the numerous fireflies and luminous beetles to be found in 
almost all hot climates? During my recent trip in the West Indies, 
and while staying at the village of Mandeville in Jamaica, I was much 
struck by the countless numbers of fireflies moving about the trees 
after dusk, and at the same time I distinctly heard the ‘“‘ tap-tap-tap "’ 
of the Woodpeckers. The most plentiful Woodpecker is Centurus 
radiolatus, one of which I obtained, although Picus varius is stated by 
Gosse to be found occasionally in the months of January, February, 
and March. If these Woodpeckers feed upon fireflies, then the light 
displayed by the latter must surely lead to their presence being 
discovered by the ever-watchful Woodpecker, and be a great source 


of danger to them.— D. A. Bannerman (High Croft, Westerham, 
Kent). | 


The Roller (Coracias garrulus) in Hants.—Several times during 
last summer—from May to July—I heard of one or more of what I 
supposed was this rare and beautiful species having been seen, but 
delayed recording the fact until I was certain of its identification. A 
gentleman of unimpeachable authority and observation has kindly 
informed me that he saw, upon his own lands, a strange bird, on one 
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occasion in close proximity to a couple of Jays, whose voice and 
actions were very different from the visitor. A glass revealed that 
the stranger was a Roller, and on following days he saw it several 
times, and much nearer; so there was no mistaking it. About the 
same time the coachman in the gentleman’s employment also saw 
another—or it might have been the same bird—in quite a different part 
of the estate, and knew it at once by the figure in Lord Lilford’s grand 
book. This, I believe, was in July, after which the bird or birds were 
not seen again, and I have not heard of this lovely species having been 
slaughtered elsewhere; as long as it stayed upon the estate of the 
gentleman who saw it, it had the kindly protection it deserved.—G. B. 
Corsin (Ringwood, Hants). 


Shoveler in East Lothian.—On Nov. 19th my friend Mr. Robert 
Whyte and myself were greatly interested in watching a Shoveler drake 
(Spatula clypeata) near Morrison’s Haven, on the East Lothian fore- 
shore. ‘The bird was in company of a dozen Mallard, and the party 
kept near the shore. Although the Shoveler has been found nesting 
in East Lothian, it is by no means a common bird in that county as 
yet.— Henry D. Simpson (52, Queen Street, Edinburgh). 


Habits of Willow-Grouse.—In rejoinder to the reply on this subject 
by Mr. Einar Lénnberg (ante, p. 480), Ican only say that if the Willow. 
Grouse never perches or trees or shrubs where observed by Mr. 
Lénnberg, in summer, when the ground is bare of snow, the habit of 
the birds on north-eastern Russian tundras is diserent, and Willow- 
Grouse can be seen constantly sitting on the low willow-scrub, especi- 
ally where an extensive view can be obtained; and that in summer. Of 
course I am not referring to Mr. Lénnberg’s remarks strictly confined 
to young hybrids. I presume Mr. Lénnberg means to express that 
‘* young hybrids, when scared, perched in. trees as the (young) Black- 
game does, but not as the (young) Willow-Grouse does.” I am willing 
to modify my statement—‘ seen scores of Willow-Grouse perch on 
trees,” and substitute ‘‘seen Willow-Grouse scores of times perch on 
trees and willow-scrub.’’ The time I and Seebohm saw them perching 
on trees or scrub on the skirts of the tundra, and in the willow-scrub 
at the little lakes on the tundra, was after the snow was all gone, and all 
the river-ice floated away. But it may be recalled by some of your 
readers that we saw stranger facts than Willow-Grouse perching on 
trees. We saw and recorded Snipe on top of a Petchora larch, and 
Gulls, Curlews, Snow-Buntings, Meadow and Red-throated Pipits perch- 
ing constantly, a habit learned (or induced) by the flooding of the 
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left banks of northern rivers in Russia and Siberia.—J. A. Harvir- 
Brown. 


Spotted Crake in Furness.—In ‘ The Zoologist,’ 1898, p. 479, I 
recorded the occurrence of three Spotted Crakes (Porzana maruetta) in 
the Rusland Valley. On Oct. 4th this year another was shot in the 


same small swamp from which the other three were obtained. This 


- bird is now in the Tullie House Museum, Carlisle, and it may perhaps 
be worth recording the fact that the Furness examples of the Little 
Crake’ and Baillon’s Crake, mentioned by the late Rev. H. A. Mac- 


pherson in the ‘ Fauna of Lakeland,’ are now in the same collection.— . 


Cuarues F’. Arcuipatp (Rusland Hall, Ulverston). 


Quail in Suffolk.—Whilst shooting on the Brockley Hall Farm, 
near Bury St. Edmunds, on Oct. 18th, I flushed a Quail (Coturnix 
communis). It rose at my feet, and flew all around me, settling again 
in a hedgerow. I did not shoot it, knowing the bird well, and having 
specimens already in my collection. The above date seems rather late 
for a bird of this species to be found here. I saw some eggs that were 
taken near Fakenham in Norfolk four or five years ago.—E. A. ButLer 
(Plumton House, Bury St. Edmunds). 


_ Late Stay of Golden Plover (Charadrius pluvialis) in Warwickshire. 
It is well known that these birds are fraquent visitors to Warwickshire 
during the winter months, but last year (1903) a pair stayed abnor- 
mally late on some marshy ground near a small river within ten miles 


of the city of Birmingham. I first heard and saw one of them on 


April 17th, but the tenant of the land and the keeper in charge of the 
shooting had observed them about the neighbourhood for some weeks 
previously. The last date on which I 1 myself heard them was May 7th, 
but the tenant noticed them until May 18th, this being the last day on 
_ which they yere seen. Towards the close of their visit they became 
very tame, and, although I believe the change to breeding plumage is 
common to both sexes, yet only one of them was showing a dark 
colour on the breast. I am not aware of there being any book on the 
birds of Warwickshire, though Mr. Steele-Elliott, in his ‘ Vertebrate 
Fauna of Sutton Coldfield Park (Warwickshire),’ only mentions Golden 
Plover as occasionally passing over on their migratory movements ; 
while Mr. Aplin, in his ‘ Birds of Oxfordshire,’ states that April 7th is 
the latest date in spring on which he has known Golden Plover to 
appear (in that county). I do not know what the record is in North- 
amptonshire, as I have not the late Lord Lilford’s books to refer to.— 
A. H. Ercues (Meriden, near Coventry). 


| 
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Red-necked Phalarope in Shropshire and Merioneth.—I recently 
identified, at the local taxidermist’s, a specimen of the Red-necked 
Phalarope (Phalaropus hyperboreus), which was shot, Nov. 1st, on a 
small pool at Boreton, near Condover, about five miles south of 
Shrewsbury. It is an adult in winter plumage, with no trace of red 
on the neck, and was taken at first for a Grey Phalarope. The small 
size and slender bill, however, prove its identity beyond a doubt. The 
occurrence is of interest as being the first authentic instance in 
Shropshire. At the same time I was shown another specimen—an 
immature bird—of the same species, which had been obtained at 
Towyn, Merioneth, in the autumn of 1902, just about a year later than 
the example recorded in ‘ The Zoologist,’ 1901, from the same locality. 
H. E. Forrest (Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury). 


Terns in Orkney.—It seems that naturalists are still somewhat 
doubtful as to whether the range of the Common Tern (Sterna fluvia- 
tilis) in Great Britain extends so far north as the Orkney Islands; 
many assert that north of the Pentland Firth it is entirely replaced 
by the Arctic Tern (S. macrura). In reference to the distribution of 
the Common Tern in the British Isles, Mr. Saunders writes—I quote 
from Dr. Bowdler Sharpe’s ‘ Handbook of British Birds,’ vol. iv. p. 19: 
‘ Broadly speaking, I believe that the Common Tern is the pre- 
dominant species along the shores of the Channel, and on the west 
_ side of Great Britain as far north as the Isle of Skye; while on the 
east it is found from Kent to the Moray Firth. Continuing north- 
wards, we find it yielding numerically to the Arctic Tern. I have no 
conclusive evidence of the occurrence of the Common Tern in the 
Shetlands, Orkneys, or Outer Hebrides.’’ From personal observation 
made this summer while on a visit to the Orkney Islands, I am able 
to definitely state that the Common Tern is distributed in large 
numbers among these islands, being almost as plentiful as the Arctic 
Tern. On Aug. 28rd I shot a single adult bird from a large colony of 
Terns in the neighbourhood of Kirkwall, and again, on Aug. 29th, I 
shot one from a colony at sea, some twelve miles north of Kirkwall ; 
both of these birds I identified as being specimens of the Common 
Tern, the tarsus being longer than is the case with the Arctic Tern, 
the bill also being longer and tipped with black. The skins of these 
birds are now in my collection. —J. G. Jerrreys (Junior Conservative 
Club, Albemarle Street, W.). | 


Buffon’s Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus) in Somerset.— A Skua 
was shot at Axbridge on Oct. 19th, 1908, and sent in to Wells for 
preservation. I examined the bird, and thought it was Buffon’s Skua. 
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I sent it to South Kensington Museum on Oct. 27th, where Mr. 
Howard Saunders pronounced it Buffon’s Skua, without doubt. This 
specimen was shot just after the terrific gale of this month, which 
somewhat coincides with those killed during the great storms of 
October, 1879 (Saunders’s ‘ Manual’). I consider this a rare occur- 
rence, and should be pleased to hear of any other Somerset-taken 
birds. —Srantey Lewis (Mount Pleasant, Wells, Somerset). 


Notes on Swiss Birds.—On reading the Rev. C. W. Benson’s notes 
on Swiss birds, I thought perhaps my notes, made at Clarens, a few 
miles nearer the Rhone Valley, in October, 1897, might be of interest. 
I have put them down somewhat in the order of their abundance :— 
Black-headed Gull, Chaffinch, Nuthatch, Blackbird, Blue Tit (all very 
common), Grey Wagtail (common), Jay, Magpie, Crow (all very com- 
mon), Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker (both common), 
Great Crested Grebe, Little Grebe (six seen), Tree-Sparrow (one flock), 
White Wagtail, Siskin, Goldfinch (common), Bullfinch (only one 
seen), Starling, Pipit (? species), Great Grey Shrike (November to end), 
Marsh-Tit, Ring-Ouzel, Long-tailed Tit (two family parties). On 
Oct. 27th I saw a species of Sandpiper feeding on the stones round 
Lake Leman (which we improperly call the Lake of Geneva) for half 
an hour. It was very tame; it was like a Dunlin, only smaller, with 
a grey head, speckled back, white breast, and a long bill like a Snipe. 
I did not see, during my five weeks’ stay, a Hedge-Sparrow, Thrush, 
Linnet, or Lark. There is a very large number of Mute Swans on the 
Lake. I saw one Nutcracker at Glion, which is above Montreux.— 
Grorce W. Brapsnaw (Hill Road, Sutton, Surrey). 


Modern Egg-Collecting. — I was very interested in reading Prof. 
J. H. Salter’s remarks on the above (ante, p. 483). This imposition has 
been going on for some time, collectors paying ridiculous prices for con- 
tinental eggs, thinking they are in possession of ‘ rare British-taken 
clutches.” Why is it that some British-taken (?) clutches of rarities 
go so cheaply at Stevens’s Auction Rooms, sometimes not realizing a 
penny more than foreign-taken ones: are the data-tickets fakes? 


_ There is always a doubt attaching to so-called British-taken eggs. 


Mr. Salter mentions the unfortunately high prices obtained for ‘* well- 
authenticated clutches.” Of course he refers to those having good 
data, with perhaps an eminent naturalist’s name attached ; these are 
pretty well known, and no doubt come under the hammer again and 
again as the various collections are broken up; but the collector who 
to-day buys illegal unblown British rarities in the belief that they 
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will in years increase in value is making a great mistake, for he dare 
not exhibit a data-ticket with them, and when they come under the 
hammer, who could be found to pay more than foreign price for them ? 
The attention of the Society for Protection of Birds should certainly 
be called to Mr. Salter’s remarks on the Ravens, Kites, and Buzzards 
in mid-Wales, with a view to having paid watchers there, Moral: 
do not buy rare British-taken eggs ; they may be spurious. If genuine, 
no one will readily believe it. — Srantey Lewis (Mount Pleasant, 
Wells, Somerset). 
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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 


The Mammals of Great Britain and Ireland. By J. G. Mituats, 
F.Z.S. Vol. I. Longmans, Green & Co. . 


In the literature devoted to our British fauna this sumptuous 
volume may be said to have reached the high-water mark, and 
to have raised the study of our insular Mammalia in a very 
appreciable degree. Such a book was long wanted, and it is no 
offence to previous publications to say that it has appeared in 
the fulness of time; other writers will find themselves assimilated 
and quoted in these pages, many almost forgotten observations 
have been reprinted, and a careful research has been made 
through most mammalian records relating to our fauna. Besides 
which Mr. Millais is sportsman and naturalist, and we read that 
Mr. Harting also handed him over his notes which had been 
collected with the idea of a similar enterprise. Consequential 
on these advantages alone the letterpress is thoroughly up to 
date, while the author has very much to detail from. his own 
studies and observations. The great advantage of a faunistic 
book written fully up to present information, is not that it shall be © 
accepted as the last word on the subject, but rather that it creates 
an enthusiasm to add still more to a knowledge that is for the 
time amply recorded ; and although it would of course be absurd 
to say that everything is incorporated in this first instalment of 
three massive volumes—and, like Charles Lamb, we love large 
editions—many naturalists will be incited to record an observa- — 


‘tion which they can at least be sure “is not in Millais.” — 


Our mammalian fauna is now somewhat of a vestige, and 
although few of the enthusiasts will be found who, we are told, 
suggest that Wolves might be re-introduced, and their depreda- 
tions paid for “ out of the rates,’’ still most naturalists would 
pay a very high price indeed to gaze for only once on the 
Pleistocene mammals of these islands; in fact, the feeling often 
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arises that, as naturalists, we would fain have bartered ‘“ the 
fifty years of Europe” for a life in the cycle of a prehistoric 
fauna, and, even more recently, to have hunted the Wolf and 
Boar rather than have lived within sound of a factory bell. 
Mr. Millais includes those mammals which have become extinct 
with us during historic times; to have done otherwise would be 
equivalent to excluding Beowulf from the annals of British 
literature. 

We cannot, however, linger over the text of this book, for the 
illustrations reach a standard seldom found in zoological publi- 
cations, and sometimes arouse those esthetic appreciations which 
are often denied as belonging to the professors of a gospel of dry 
bones and skins. In some of the photogravures from original 
drawings by the author, especially in that of ‘‘ Water Shrews at 
play,” many will recall the touch ‘‘ of a vanished hand,” while 
the names of Archibald Thorburn and G. E. Lodge are impress 
to the other work. In fact, the illustrations for a portfolio 
alone are more than worth the price of the whole book. 

We have endeavoured to give the salient features of this 
volume ; it would be beyond our space and province to seek to 
dissect it ; as a welcome contribution to our faunistic histories, 
written with such thoroughness and adorned with such attractive 
illustrations, we cease to be critics, and feel that, thus disarmed, 
our occupation’s gone. Misprints are almost absent, though the 
reader has allowed the name of the author of ‘Gleanings in 
Natural History’ to appear as Mr. “ Jess.” 


Ants and some other Insects ; an Inquiry into the Psychic Powers 


of these Animals. By Dr. Aveust Foret. Translated — 


from the German by Prof. W. M. Wueeter, of New York. 
Kegan Paul, Trench, Tribner & Co., Ltd. 


Tus is a tractate of some fifty pages written, and published 
on the philosophical question as to the community, or divergence 
between the mental, or psychic capacities of men and other 
animals. For this purpose Dr. Forel has contributed many 
facts relating to Ants, about which he has such a special know- 
ledge,—creatures which differ so immensely from man in size, 
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and yet possess such an affinity to him in domestic polity 
consequently this publication is rather a contribution to the 
study of comparative animal psychology than a purely entomo- 
logical treatise. 

On the vexed polemical question, which was focused in the 
advocacy of Descartes, that animals, excluding man, are simply 
automata, and which has been carried on by Bethe, Uexkull, 
and other recent authorities, who propose the view that the 
invertebrates have no psychic powers, and are merely reflex- 
machines, Dr. Forel advances his own conclusions based on the 
evolutionary conception. He considers that ‘‘ all the properties 
of the human mind may be derived from the properties of the 
animal mind’’; and further, that “‘ all the mental attributes of 
higher animals may be derived from those of lower animals. 
In other words, the doctrine of evolution is quite as valid in 
the province of psychology as it is in all the other provinces of 
organic life.’”’ However, this question is of too burning a nature 
to be discussed adequately in these pages, or we should soon 
find ourselves in the theological arena. Whether man has 
benefited by regarding other animals as simply ‘‘ beasts which 
perish” is at least non-proven; though it seems absolutely 
certain that the idea has not increased man’s forbearance with, 
and in, the lives of other creatures. The opinion also has pro- 
bably little warrant, even in that domain of thought from which 


it more frequently emanates, and will most likely disappear as 


our ideas widen; if it originally came from the near East, it 
has now crystallized into a western conception, but has never 
been held by myriads of the Orient. Dr. Forel, in a very 
pregnant paragraph, writes :—‘‘ Spoken and especially written 
language, moreover, enable man to exploit his brain to a wonder- 
ful extent. This leads us to underestimate animals. Both in 
animals and man the true value of the brain is falsified by — 
training, i. ¢. artificially heightened. We over-estimate the 
powers of the educated negro and the trained dog, and under- 
estimate the powers of the illiterate individual and the wild 
animal.”’ 

The zoologist will find as an Appendix a valuable contribu- 
tribution on ‘‘ the peculiarities of the olfactory sense in insects.”’ 
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Ianto the Fisherman and other Sketches of Country Life. By 
| Aurrep W. Rees. John Murray. 


WE have now a plethora of books relating to rural life which 
strive after the method of Jefferies, and might often well be called 
rhapsodies by lovers of nature; books which may incite the 
imagination of dwellers in towns, but which give little comfort to 
an experienced field naturalist. The simplicity of style, and the 
observational genius of a Gilbert White, or an Isaac Walton, are 
still ideals not always reached by many writers, and hence the 
unexpected pleasure of meeting with a volume like the above, 
which can be read through and through and yet again by any- 
one who has angled, or shot, with an eye to the inner life of his 
game. The biographical sketch of the old fisherman who had 
been a poacher, and another strange individual who was still 
the poacher, given by one who avows himself their friend, and 
thus enjoyed their confidence and acquired their lore, is one of 
the best things done in this path of literature for many a day. 
We neither meet with the culled essence of many other books, 
nor condescending observational platitudes by a landed squire; 
but these two humble individuals are allowed to tell their tale in 
their own way, and to impart their own self-acquired informa- 
tion by field and flood, while there is so much human sympathy 
to be found in these pages as to incite a very friendly feeling for 
the author. 

Mr. Rees himself has also his own observations, and we will 
only refer to one, of which many of us know the truth, but which 
we think has not been told in print before. In night-fishing for 
trout, ‘‘ frequently, between nightfall and eleven o’clock the fish 
‘come’ greedily; also between one in the morning and sunrise. 
But seldom between eleven and one do I hook a trout.” And 
similar is the experience of the entomologist who ‘‘ sugars ”’ for 
moths. ‘‘ But, as far as my experience goes, not a moth is | 
‘ pill-boxed’ between eleven and one o’clock, unless perhaps it 
be some poor fellow whose love delayed him over-long. About 
one, or half-past one, the soft-winged gadabouts return to the 
flowers and the tree-trunks, and the Bat is back above the 
moon-mirror of the pool.” 


There are a few illustrations; thas of ‘‘ the keeper’s cottage ”’ 
18 & photograph. 


| 
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Scribblings of a Hedgerow Naturalist. By J. WHITAKER. 
Walter Black & Co., Ltd. 


Tus is a book of natural history observations addressed in 
an epistolary manner to Mr. O. V. Aplin, and contains much 
interesting information. Mr. Whitaker, as a man of leisure, 
appears to have kept his. eyes very open while enjoying the 
privileges of what, to judge from the illustrations, is his very 
pleasant demesne, and which he refers to on the title-page as 
Rainworth Lodge, Notts.”’ 

Now that anglers and others are paying much more attention 
to the natural food of our freshwater fishes, it is well to know 
that ‘‘ the Bracken Beetle” is a favourite food for Trout, and 
that at Rainworth, during the short time of their appearance, 
the fish ‘‘are simply gorged with them.” The Beetle thus 
referred tc by Mr. Whitaker is evidently the one known by the 
colloquial name of ‘‘ bracken clock,” and to entomologists as 
Phyllopertha horticula. On the sometime controverted question 
of the method of the ‘‘drumming”’ by Snipe, a positive assertion 
is made as the result of personal observation: ‘‘ This sound is 
always made by the bird when flying; just before making it, the 
bird ascends (often when doing this it calls ‘cipik,’ ‘ cipik,’ 
‘cipik’), and when it has got as high as it wants, the tail is 
spread out and the wings extended, then the bird comes slanting 
down and the sound is produced. I have watched carefully, but 
the beak is not open. I am quite certain the sound is produced 
by the tail and wings.” Another record that requires preserva- 
tion is one related by an old water bailiff as to the habits of 
Swans on a pond attached to a mill where a number of girls are 
employed. These girls in fine weather eat their meals on the 
bank of the dam, throwing bits of bread to the Swans. A bell 
- Yings at breakfast and dinner-time, and directly the bell starts 
the Swans, if near, ‘‘swim as fast as they can to the place; if 
_ they are at the far end, at the first sound they fly low over the 
water to the head”; and, as the old man said, they ‘“‘ know what 
the bell is for as well as the girls.” Many similar observations 
have been made, and they require compilation. 

We think Mr. Whitaker is on strong ground in stating that 
some birds “have a great number of conversational notes amongst 


NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. | 469 


themselves,” and he gives instances derived from observations 
made on Partridges and Swallows. ‘‘ The notes we generally 
hear of birds are their songs and their calls of joy and fear; 
these are always fairly loud; but the conversational notes (as I 
call them) are always low. But that they convey a meaning, 
and a clear meaning, from one to another I am certain.’’ And so 
are we! 

We notice the word ‘Albanism” used at p. 240. Is not 
this an unnecessary alteration of the word ‘‘ albinism,” as used 


by Prof. Newton and others, who are safe guides in technical 
orthography ? 


Notes on Collecting and Preserving Plants. By Sranuey Guiton. 
West, Newman & Co. 


Botany is of course included in Natural History, and is a 
necessary companion to zoology. Scarcely any field naturalist 
can make many observations on animal life without some refer- 
ence to their environment, in which the vegetation plays so large 
a part. Few zoologists can name all our indigenous plants at 
sight, and fewer still those that are found outside our own flora. 
Such plants therefore require collecting, and this small and 
inexpensive booklet gives all the information required for that 
purpose. 
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EDITORIAL GLEANINGS. 


WE have received from the publishers, Adam and Charles Black, 
three useful books of reference for 1905. They are the well-known 
‘Who’s Who,’ ‘ Who’s Who Year Book,’ and ‘The Englishwoman’s 
Year Book and Directory.’ The first-named volume contains over 
seventeen thousand biographical pars. ; the second is made up of the 
tables which were formerly contained in ‘ Who’s Who’ itself ; while 
the third contains much useful information, which, if seldom wanted, 
is at least seldom to be found. 


Does the Hare breed in Confinement ?—Darwin, having made, with 
his wonted diligence, all the researches he could on the subject, gives 
this answer to the question :—‘‘ The Common Hare, when confined, 
has, I believe, never bred in Europe; although, according to a recent 
statement, it has crossed with the Rabbit.”’ (‘ Animals and Plants 
under Domestication,’ vel. ii. p. 152.) We have now received from 
Mr. Thomas Thompson, of Winlaton House, Winlaton, the following 
most interesting letter on the subject :— 

‘In your notes of 21st inst. you stated Hares would not breed in 
confinement. I was pretty certain you were mistaken, but, to be sure, 
I wrote to my friend Mr. Mann, of Aigle Gill, Cumberland, from whom 
I received a most interesting letter this morning, a copy of which 
please find herewith :— 

: ‘ Aigle Gill, Nov. 28rd, 1904. 

‘Mr. Thompson. Dear Sir,—I am much obliged for your letter 
and paper (Newcastle ‘“ Journal ’’) with regard to the Hares breeding. 
We were cutting a field of oats on Aug. 18th, 1900, when I picked up 
two leverets, just about four or five days old, and brought them home. 
They were fed at first with milk from a spoon, and afterwards with 
bread soaked in milk. They throve and grew well, living in a box for 
some time, but were afterwards turned into the wire-run in which you 
have seen them, the run being about fifteen feet by six feet. The doe 
produced three young ones in 1901, a two and one. Next year she 
had two young again at two citerent times. In 19038 she had four 
young at three times. 
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‘The doe died early this year, and we decided to give the buck his 
liberty ; but he would not leave the place. However, in July, he got 
out of his run, some wire having become displaced; in the evening 
he was sitting about, wanting to get in again, when two of our dogs 
found him, and chased him away over the fields. However, he 
returned to try and get in three times, but failed to do so; and at last 
he was. hounded off, as I thought, for good. But, thinking he might 
return at night, I left an opening in the wire of his run, and next 
- morning he was safe at home again ; and does not seem as if he wants 
to go away at all.’’’— Newcastle Daily Journal, Nov. 29th. 


A cGRapuic account has reached Liverpool of an encounter, in the 


North Atlantic Ocean, with a huge Sperm Whale, as a result of which | 


the Danish schooner ‘ Anna’ was wrecked, and had to be abandoned 
by the crew, who were rescued in an exhausted condition. The 

‘Anna’ was making the voyage from Iceland to New Brunswick, and 
was about twenty days out, when on the afternoon of Sept. 28th a 
Whale was seen spouting some distance in the offing. Shortly.after- 
wards more spouts were shot upwards within a few hundred feet of 
the vessel, and the Whale seemed to be angrily moving in a circle, 
As the ‘ Anna’ sailed slowly past, at a speed of about four and a half 
knots, her crew could easily discern tlhe mancuvres of the monster, 
which lashed the water furiously with its tail. Suddenly it made a 
dash for the ship. It came full tilt at a tremendous speed, and struck 
the vessel amidships with its head. There was a tremendous crash, 
and some of the crew were thrown off their feet. A hole was stove in 
' the side of the ship below the water-line, and the stem of the vessel 


was broken. The Whale, however, had recejved its coup deyrdace. Its 


colossal carcase rose slowly to the surface, revealing two big gashes in 
its head and side, and from its wounds blood poured profusely, dyeing 
the water all around. The vessel began to leak, and all hands were 
placed at the pumps, but as the weather grew worse the ship com- 
menced to sink. After thirty-nine hours of continuous exertion it 
was decided to abandon the ‘Anna.’ A lifeboat was provisioned and 
manned, and was on the point of being launched, when it was noticed 
by the Johnston liner ‘Quernmore.’ It was early morning, and a gale 
was blowing, but, after several gallant attempts on the part of the 
crew of the Johnston lifeboat, the ‘‘ whalers ’’ were transferred to the 
‘Quernmore.’—Daily Mail, Nov. 1st. 


| 
| 
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Ir has been reported to the Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee, at 
Truro, that the whole of the drift Pilchard fishery off the south coast 
of the county was being “ held up”’ by a plague of Dog-fish, and that 
nearly fifteen hundred fishermen were being deprived of their means 
of livelihood. One member stated that the fish were as thick as the 
water was deep, that one shoal would extend for miles, and that not 
only did the fish eat the whole catch of Pilchards, but nets and ropes 
and corks. The Committee accepted a notice of motion to appoint 
experts to consider the whole question.—Sun, Dec. 2nd. 
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